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1Thessalonians 1:1-10 – Turning to God 

 

1. Which direction are you travelling? 

 

Which direction are you travelling? 

 

The year was 2003, I was just outside of Chicago, in a town called Wheaton. 

 The family that we were house minding for had said, 

  “Please use our town car, if you need to get around” 

 

So there was I, Rachel in the passenger seat, where I normally would be located to drive. 

 And I was driving a good old Saab 900 around Wheaton. 

 

Well, it was the most stressful driving experience of my life. 

 The mantra was going over and over in my head – “Drive on the right, look left” 

 I had been told about 4-way stop signs, the cheaper version of a roundabout. 

 I was prepared to take my turn in that lucky dip of driving. 

 

But the thing that got me, was if I just reverted back to my natural instincts. 

 If I just auto-piloted for a moment – it could mean instant car accident. 

 

Well, the good news was that we made 15 kilometre journey to see Shakespeare by the River. 

 I didn’t have any accidents, I didn’t get pulled over,  

but gee, the stress of undoing my years of driving on Australian roads – wow. 

 

 

There was a group of people that totally changed their direction in life. 

There was a group of people who so fundamentally shifted in their outlook in life, 

 It wasn’t simply a reversal of which side of the road that they drove their chariot, 

 Rather, they changed everything about the way they lived, 

And they changed radically altered the direction of their lives. 

 

The group of people are from the town of Thessalonica.  

They are a mixture of Jewish, Greek, and Roman cultures. 

 

So, we’ll look at the after, and before of the Thessalonians. 

 Who they were after their seismic change, and who they are before. 

 And we’ll look at what was the source of their monumental shift in paradigm. 
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2. Faith, Love & Hope (vv. 2-3) 

 

Firstly, the after model. What characterized their life now: faith, love and hope. <vv.1-3 - Ppt>> 

 

Now, we are all probably familiar with the phrase – “faith, love and hope” 

But the questions are – what type of faith, what kind of love, what shape of hope? 

 

And firstly, here – we expect that it is faith in Jesus Christ – 

 But we find here the phrase – the ‘work of faith’. That’s different. 

 “The work of faith” is the “work that flows out from faith”, the work produced from faith. 

 Faith comes first – and then out of that comes the work. 

 That is, Christianity is on works based faith, not faith based on works. 

 

Secondly, the love produces labour. 

 It is not the love that produces emotional euphoria, romance, swooning, or the like. 

 Nor is it the love that expresses itself in a whimsical, because I feel like it, while it lasts... 

 No it is a love ground in reality that results in action. 

 

Thirdly, the hope is a hope that is steadfast. 

 Steadfastness is that commitment to a particular course, in spite of any difficulties faced. 

 Steadfastness is that keeping focussed on the destination, in spite of tremendous pressure. 

 

So here, the transformed life of the Thessalonians:  

Action flowing from faith,  

Labour flowing from love,  

and steadfastness flowing from certain hope. 
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3. Loved by God & Chosen by God (vv. 4-5) 

 

But how did this come about? What was the catalyst for change in the Thessalonians? <vv. 4-5-Ppt> 

 

It is because God loved them. It is because God chose them. 

The Christian life starts with God.  

The Christian life doesn’t start with how good looking we are,  

how presentable we are, how big our income is, how many friends we have... 

 

No. It starts with unmerited, un-justified, extravagant love for rebellious, sinful, flawed humans. 

The unpopular truth is that we have no ‘rights’ before God. 

We have all given up any ‘right’ before God, because we all declared our moral autonomy. 

We all declared that we could determine what wanted in life, in morality, in worship  

And we all turned our back on him. 

 

But then how did God ‘choose’ the Thessalonians? That is, by what means did God choose them? 

 

 -> Our gospel came with full conviction 

 

Well, God chose the Thessalonians when the good news of Jesus came not only in word,  

but when the good news came with power, with the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. 

Full conviction is that deep certainty. 

Full conviction is that complete confidence. 

Full conviction is that pure clarity that could only come from the Holy Spirit  

convicting the heart, the mind, the will and the very depth of the soul. 

 

 

The change agent in the life of the Thessalonians, and in our lives too is God himself. 

We have been loved by God, chosen by God, 

And God has chosen us through the good news of Jesus being applied to our hearts by God’s spirit. 

It’s all God.  
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4. Imitation in Severe Persecution – with joy (vv. 6-8) 

 

And so, given the cause of this change, given it is all God, 

how does life re-orientate itself around this new centre? << vv. 6-8 – Ppt >> 

 

Imitation in severe persecution. 

 

There was no concept like ours of ‘freedom of religion’ in the time of the Thessalonians. 

There was no separation of powers between religion and politics. 

No. Caesar was not only king, Caesar was god. 

Caesar was not only obeyed as the supreme ruler, but he was worshipped as the Roman god. 

 

And therefore, to reject Caesar was both an act of political sedition and religious heresy. 

To reject Caesar to follow this so called king – Jesus, was treason and blasphemy. 

 

Not only, was politics and religion inter-twined, but society and culture were enmeshed as well. 

So not only were you accused of political treason, and religious blasphemy. 

But the Thessalonians were also socially ostracized, and culturally alienated. 

 

They were dropped from the upper echelons of society. 

They were no longer welcome in the cultural epicentres of their city. 

 

Rather, they face verbal harassment, social stigmatization, and possibly even death. 

 

 

There was joyful imitation of Paul, and their saviour, Jesus, in spite of severe persecution. 
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5. The sound of God’s word (vv. 9-10) 

 

But, let’s back track, slightly, let’s return to their transformation 

What was the immediate impact of God’s word? 

How did the Holy Spirit and deep conviction manifest itself?  << vv. 9-10 - Ppt>> 

 

Three words sum up the ‘news’ about these Thessalonians – Turn, Serve, Wait. 

 - Turn to God from Idols. 

 - Serve the living and True God 

 - Wait for his Son from Heaven. 

 

� Turn to God from idols,  

 

The key word here is – turn. 

 The Thessalonians turned both spiritually and physically. 

 The Thessalonians turned both socially and culturally. 

 The turned to God from idols. 

 Not simply chucking out a couple of statues lying around there house. 

 But they turned away for the Caesar cult. 

 They turned away from the plethora of physical idols. 

 They turned away from the trappings of social status. 

 They turned away from the cultural normality of their city. 

 And they turned to God. 

 

 

- serving the living and true God,  

 

And yet, they turned to God to serve the living and true God 

 

- and waiting for his Son. (vv. 9-10) 

 

Even more, they served God, knowing that they had to wait for his Son from heaven. 
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6. The direction of our Diocese, our parish & us 

 

Well, to finish. 

The 50
th

 Synod of the Sydney Anglican Diocese occurred this week. 

In the Presidential address, Archbishop Davies announced a new bishop for the St George Region. 

The Reverend Peter Lin, currently rector of Bossley Park and Fairfield, 

 will be consecrated in June/July next year. 

 

 

So, it is important that we pray for Peter, his wife Isobel, and their family as they take up this role. 

 

Another vital part of Synod has been the discussion about the “Mission 2020”. 

 

The Vision statement associated with Mission for the next 6 years is this: 

 

“To see Christ honoured as Lord and Saviour in every community” 

 

This vision fits perfectly with our vision for St Mark’s: 

 

For seeing Christ honoured as Lord and Saviour in every community 

Happens through the local church connecting with the local community. 

 

That is, we, as Christ’s ambassadors, as Jesus’ emissaries in our relational networks,  

in our social networks, in our geographic networks, 

seek to connect to the local community, 

we do so with the intent of seeing Christ honoured as Lord and Saviour in every community. 

 

And so, let us pray that God would act in our communities, 

 In the exact same way that he acted in the community of Thessalonica. 

 That God would chose those around us, that God would convict those around us, 

 That God’s Spirit would be poured out, with deep conviction, 

 So that those around us would re-orient, would re-direct, would reconstitute their lives. 

 

And by the grace of God, that we would all turn to serve the living and true God, 

 And wait for his Son from Heaven. 

 

Let’s pray.  

 

 


